Manual Onan Generator Points
Location

Finding the Points on Your Onan Generator: A
Comprehensive Guide

Discover the location of your Onan generator's points, understand their function, and learn how

to properly adjust them for optimal performance. This guide includes detailed diagrams,
troubleshooting tips, and FAQs to help you maintain your generator effectively.

Owning an Onan generator can provide peace of mind during
power outages, but maintaining its optimal performance
requires understanding its inner workings. One crucial aspect is
the ignition system, which relies on points for proper spark
timing. This will guide you through locating the points on your
Onan generator, understanding their role, and adjusting them
for peak efficiency.

Why are Points Important?

Onan generators, especially older models, utilize points as a key component in their ignition
system. These points act as a mechanical switch, opening and closing the primary circuit of the
ignition coil, creating the high voltage needed to ignite the fuel-air mixture. The timing of this
spark is crucial for efficient combustion and smooth engine operation. Key Functions of Points:
Open and close the primary circuit: This allows current to flow through the ignition coil, creating
a magnetic field. * Trigger spark generation: When the points open, the magnetic field
collapses, inducing a high voltage spike in the secondary circuit, which travels to the spark plug
and ignites the fuel. « Control spark timing: The timing of the points opening and closing
determines the precise moment the spark occurs, directly affecting engine performance.

Locating the Points

The specific location of the points varies depending on the model of your Onan generator.
However, they are typically located within the distributor assembly, often beneath a cover or
cap. Here's a general guide: 1. Identify the distributor: It's usually a round or oval-shaped
housing attached to the engine, often near the spark plugs. 2. Locate the distributor cap: This is
a removable component on top of the distributor housing, typically with several wires connected
to it. 3. Remove the distributor cap: Carefully remove the cap and inspect the interior. The
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points will usually be visible under a small metal cover or directly within the distributor housing.

Visual Inspection and Understanding Components

Once you've located the points, examine them carefully: Points Assembly: « Cam: A rotating
part that opens and closes the points. * Fixed Contact: A stationary piece connected to the
engine block or distributor housing. « Movable Contact: A piece attached to the cam, which
opens and closes against the fixed contact. * Adjusting Screw: A screw located near the points,
used to adjust the gap between the contacts. Signs of Wear and Tear: ¢ Pitting or burning on
the contact surfaces: This indicates excessive wear and requires replacement. ¢ Dirty
contacts: Accumulated debris can hinder electrical conductivity, affecting spark strength. «
Bent or damaged components: These deformities can disrupt proper operation and require
replacement. Diagram of Distributor Assembly and Points: [Insert a diagram showcasing
the distributor assembly and points components with clear labels.]

Adjusting the Points Gap

Correct point gap is critical for optimal engine performance. If the gap is too large, the spark will
be weak, resulting in poor combustion and reduced engine power. If the gap is too small, the
points may arc excessively, leading to premature wear and potential damage. Steps to Adjust
the Points Gap: 1. Disconnect the spark plug wire from the distributor cap. 2. Locate
the adjusting screw. 3. Use a feeler gauge to measure the current gap. The recommended gap
varies by model, so refer to your Onan generator's manual for the specific value. 4. Turn the
adjusting screw to adjust the gap. Tighten the screw to decrease the gap and loosen it to
increase the gap. 5. Retest the gap with the feeler gauge and repeat the process until
the correct gap is achieved. 6. Re-connect the spark plug wire to the distributor cap.
Note: Always adjust the points gap with the engine at TDC (Top Dead Center) of the
compression stroke for the firing cylinder.

Replacing the Points

If your points show signs of excessive wear or damage, replacing them is necessary. Steps to
Replace the Points: 1. Disconnect the spark plug wire from the distributor cap. 2. Remove the

distributor cap. 3. Loosen the mounting screws holding the points assembly in place. 4.

Carefully lift the points assembly out of the distributor housing. 5. Install the new points

assembly, ensuring the contacts are clean and properly aligned. 6. Tighten the mounting screws
securely. 7. Adjust the points gap as described in the previous section. 8. Re-connect
the distributor cap and spark plug wire. Tip: Always use genuine Onan parts for optimal

performance and longevity.

Related Topics

1. Distributor Cap and Rotor: ¢ Function: These components play a crucial role in directing the
high voltage from the ignition coil to the correct spark plug at the correct time. * Inspection:
Examine the distributor cap for cracks, burnt contacts, or corrosion. Check the rotor for wear or
damage. * Replacement: If necessary, replace the cap and rotor with genuine Onan parts to




ensure compatibility and optimal performance. 2. Spark Plugs: * Function: Spark plugs ignite
the fuel-air mixture in the combustion chamber. ¢ Inspection: Check for signs of fouling, wear,
or damage. * Replacement: Replace spark plugs according to the recommended service interval
in your Onan generator manual. 3. Ignition Coil: * Function: The ignition coil transforms low-
voltage electricity from the battery into a high-voltage spark. * Inspection: Look for signs of
damage, cracks, or overheating. * Replacement: If necessary, replace the ignition coil with a
compatible Onan part. 4. Engine Timing: « Importance: Proper engine timing is crucial for
optimal engine performance, fuel efficiency, and emissions. * Adjustment: If engine timing is
off, it can be adjusted by moving the distributor rotor or setting the camshaft timing marks. 5.
Troubleshooting Ignition Issues: * Spark Testing: Use a spark tester to verify if the ignition
system is producing a strong spark. « Continuity Tests: Use a multimeter to check the
continuity of the ignition coil, points, and wires. « Compression Test: Perform a compression test
to evaluate the overall health of the engine.

Conclusion

Understanding the location and function of points on your Onan generator is vital for
maintaining its optimal performance. Regularly inspecting, adjusting, and replacing the points
as needed will ensure smooth operation and reliable power generation during outages.
Remember to refer to your generator's manual for specific instructions and recommendations
for your model.

FAQs

1. How often should I replace the points? The recommended replacement interval for
points varies depending on usage and the quality of the points. Typically, they should be
replaced every 12-18 months or 500-750 hours of operation. 2. Can | use aftermarket points for
my Onan generator? While aftermarket points may be cheaper, they may not be as durable or
compatible with your generator's system. It's always recommended to use genuine Onan parts
for optimal performance and longevity. 3. How do | know if my points are causing engine
problems? Symptoms of faulty points include difficulty starting, rough idling, misfiring, reduced
power, and backfiring. 4. Is it safe to adjust the points myself? While adjusting the points is a
relatively simple procedure, it requires careful attention and understanding of the process. If
you're unsure, it's best to consult a qualified mechanic. 5. What are the benefits of using
electronic ignition instead of points? Electronic ignition systems are more reliable and require
less maintenance than points. They eliminate the need for mechanical contact and are not
susceptible to wear and tear. However, older Onan generators may not have an electronic
ignition system.

Unlocking the Power: A Comprehensive Guide to Manual
Onan Generator Points Location

There's a certain satisfaction that comes with understanding the intricate workings of your
equipment, and for RV owners, boat enthusiasts, or anyone relying on an Onan generator, that
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includes knowing its vital components. One of the most crucial, yet often overlooked, aspects is
understanding the generator points location. These seemingly small parts play a pivotal role in

the ignition system, dictating whether your generator fires up reliably or leaves you in the dark.
This guide will delve deep into the world of Onan generator points, helping you pinpoint their
location, understand their function, and even tackle basic maintenance.

We’'ll explore why identifying these points is essential, what tools you might need, and offer
step-by-step guidance for various common Onan models. So, whether you're a seasoned DlYer
or just embarking on your generator maintenance journey, prepare to gain a newfound
appreciation for these unsung heroes of your power system.

Why Knowing Your Onan Generator Points Location
Matters

It might seem like a niche detail, but understanding where your Onan generator's points are
located is more important than you think. Here's why:

Essential for Troubleshooting

When your generator refuses to start, or runs erratically, the ignition system is often the first
place to look. The points are a critical part of this system. Knowing their location allows you to
quickly inspect them for wear, fouling, or misalignment, which are common culprits for starting
issues. Without this knowledge, troubleshooting becomes a frustrating guessing game.

Facilitating Maintenance and Repair

Regular maintenance, such as cleaning and adjusting the generator points, can significantly
extend the life of your Onan unit and prevent costly repairs down the line. If a point fails
completely, being able to locate and replace it yourself can save you time and money by
avoiding a service call.

Understanding the Ignition System

The points, along with the condenser, work together to create the spark that ignites the fuel-air
mixture in your generator’s cylinders. They act as a mechanical switch, opening and closing at
precisely the right moments to allow a high-voltage current to flow to the spark plug. Knowing
their location helps you visualize and comprehend how this fundamental process works.

Model-Specific Knowledge is Key

Onan has produced a wide range of generator models over the years, and while the basic
principle of operation remains similar, the physical placement of components can vary. What
might be easily accessible on one model could be tucked away on another. Therefore,
understanding the specific Onan generator models you own or work with is crucial for accurate
point location.




The Anatomy of Generator Points: What They Are and
How They Work

Before we dive into finding them, let's briefly touch on what these points actually are and their
role in generating power.

The Mechanical Switch

At its core, a generator point set is a simple mechanical switch. It consists of two electrical
contacts, often made of a durable metal like tungsten. These contacts are mounted on an arm
that moves in relation to a cam, usually driven by the generator’'s engine shaft. As the cam
rotates, it pushes the arm, causing the contacts to open and close.

Timing is Everything

The crucial aspect of the points is their timing. They are designed to open at a precise moment
in the engine cycle - just before the piston reaches the top of its compression stroke. When the
points open, they interrupt the flow of low-voltage current to the ignition coil. This interruption
causes a rapid collapse of the magnetic field within the coil, inducing a high-voltage surge.

The Role of the Condenser

The condenser, also known as a capacitor, is an integral partner to the points. As the points
begin to open, the condenser absorbs the electrical charge that would otherwise arc across the
contacts. This prevents pitting and burning of the points, ensuring a cleaner spark and
prolonging their lifespan. The points and condenser work in tandem to deliver that vital spark to
the spark plug.

Locating Onan Generator Points: A Model-by-Model
Approach

This is where the rubber meets the road, or rather, where you'll be getting your hands dirty! The
exact location of the points can vary significantly depending on your specific Onan generator
model. Here's a breakdown of common locations for popular series:

Onan Generator Ignition Points Location: General Principles

In most Onan gasoline generators, the points are typically housed within the ignition module or
breaker box. This housing is generally located near the engine's crankshaft, as the points need
to be driven by the rotating shaft. You'll often find it on the side of the engine, towards the front
or rear, depending on the engine orientation.
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Onan CCK, B43, B48, and Similar Engine Models

For many of the older, air-cooled Onan engines like those found in the CCK, B43, and B48 series,
the ignition points are usually located beneath a metal cover on the engine's crankcase, often
towards the front. You might need to remove a few bolts to access this cover. Once removed,
you'll likely see the points assembly directly.

Tips for these models:

1. Look for a round or rectangular metal housing.
2. The points will be visible once the cover is removed.
3. You may also find the condenser mounted nearby.

Onan Marquis, Gold, and Platinum Series (HV/HG)

These larger, more modern units often have a slightly different arrangement. The ignition

system might be more integrated into an electrical panel or a dedicated ignition control module.
However, the fundamental principle remains: the points are driven by the engine’s rotation.

For some Marquis models, you might need to access the points by removing a side panel on the
generator housing to get to the engine compartment. The ignition points are often located
behind a distributor cap or a similar cover on the engine itself. It's crucial to consult your
specific Onan generator manual for exact placement on these models.

Onan LP Generators

While the fuel source differs, the ignition system for Onan LP generators is largely the same as
their gasoline counterparts. The location of the points will follow similar patterns, usually found
within an ignition module driven by the engine.

Accessing the Points: What to Expect

Regardless of the model, expect to find the points nestled within a housing. They are typically a
small assembly with two contact points. You might also see a small spring and an arm that rides
on a cam. The condenser is often a small cylindrical component mounted close to the points
assembly, sometimes within the same housing.

Tools and Preparations for Point Inspection

Before you embark on your quest to find and inspect your Onan generator's points, ensure you
have the right tools and take the necessary precautions:

Essential Tools

1. Screwdrivers: A set of Phillips and flathead screwdrivers will be essential for removing
covers and accessing the points.
2. Wrenches/Socket Set: You might need these for larger bolts or covers.



3. Feeler Gauges: These are crucial for accurately measuring the gap between the points,
which is vital for proper timing.

4. Contact Cleaner: A good quality electrical contact cleaner is recommended for cleaning any
dirt or oxidation off the points.

5. Fine Grit Sandpaper or Point File: If the points are pitted or corroded, a fine grit
sandpaper or a specialized point file can be used to clean them.

6. Pliers: Small needle-nose pliers can be helpful for manipulating small wires or springs.

7. Shop Rags/Paper Towels: For cleaning up any grease or debris.

8. Owner's Manual: This is your most valuable tool! It will have diagrams and specific
instructions for your model.

Safety First!
Working with any generator requires a strong emphasis on safety. Before you begin any work:

1. Disconnect the Battery: Always disconnect the negative battery cable before working on
any electrical components. This prevents accidental shorts and shocks.

2. Ensure the Generator is Off and Cool: Make sure the generator has been completely shut
down and has had ample time to cool down. Engine components can be extremely hot.

3. Ventilation: Work in a well-ventilated area, especially if you are using cleaning solvents.

4. Consult Your Manual: Always refer to your specific Onan generator's owner's manual. It will
provide model-specific safety warnings and procedures.

Step-by-Step: Inspecting and Adjusting Your Onan
Generator Points

Once you've located your Onan generator's points and have your tools ready, here’s a general
guide to inspecting and adjusting them. Remember to always cross-reference with your specific
model's manual.

Step 1: Gaining Access

Carefully remove any access panels or covers that obstruct your view of the ignition points.
Keep track of any screws or fasteners you remove, placing them in a safe spot so they don't get
lost.

Step 2: Visual Inspection
With the points exposed, give them a thorough visual inspection. Look for:

1. Fouling: Are they covered in carbon deposits, oil, or other debris?

2. Pitting or Burning: Do the contact surfaces appear uneven, pitted, or burnt? Light pitting
can sometimes be cleaned, but excessive damage may require replacement.

3. Alignment: Do the points appear to be aligned correctly when closed?

4. Spring Tension: Does the spring that closes the points seem to have adequate tension?
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Step 3: Cleaning the Points
If the points are slightly fouled but not excessively pitted, you can try cleaning them.

1. Gently spray a small amount of electrical contact cleaner onto the points.

2. If necessary, use a clean, lint-free cloth or a specialized point file to gently clean the contact
surfaces. Be careful not to apply too much pressure, as you could damage them.

3. Wipe away any residue with a clean cloth.

Avoid using emery cloth or rough sandpaper, as this can create a surface that quickly fouls.

Step 4: Checking and Adjusting the Gap

This is the most critical step for ensuring proper ignition timing. The gap between the points
determines when they open and close, directly affecting the spark timing.

1. Rotate the engine by hand (usually by turning the engine's cooling fan or crankshaft pulley)
until the points are fully open. You'll know they are open when the cam lobe is no longer
pressing on the arm.

2. Using your feeler gauge, measure the gap between the two contact points. Consult your
Onan generator manual for the specific recommended gap for your model. It's usually a very
small measurement, typically in the range of 0.014 to 0.020 inches.

3. If the gap is incorrect, you'll need to adjust it. There's usually a small adjustment screw or a
mechanism to move one of the points. Loosen the screw that holds the movable point, adjust
its position until the feeler gauge slides in with a slight drag, and then re-tighten the screw.

4. After adjusting, re-check the gap to ensure it's still correct. Also, ensure the points are now
closed when the cam lobe is not pressing on the arm.

Step 5: Reassembly and Testing

Once you're satisfied with the inspection and adjustment, carefully reassemble the points
housing and any covers you removed. Reconnect the battery. Now, attempt to start your Onan
generator. If the points were the issue, you should notice a marked improvement in starting and

running.

When to Seek Professional Help

While understanding and maintaining your Onan generator points is a valuable skill, there are
times when it's best to leave it to the experts.

1. Severe Pitting or Damage: If the points are heavily pitted, burnt, or the internal
mechanism appears damaged, it's likely time for a replacement or professional assessment.

2. Persistent Problems: If you've inspected, cleaned, and adjusted the points, and your
generator still won't start or runs poorly, the issue might lie elsewhere in the ignition system
(e.g., coil, plug wires, spark plug) or another part of the engine.

3. Uncertainty: If you feel uncomfortable or unsure about any step of the process, don't
hesitate to contact a qualified Onan service technician.



4. Complex Models: For more complex or newer Onan generator models with integrated
electronic ignition systems, attempting adjustments without proper knowledge could cause
more harm than good.

Conclusion: Empowering Your Onan Generator

Mastering the Onan generator points location and understanding their function is a significant
step towards ensuring the reliability and longevity of your power source. By demystifying this
crucial component, you're not just learning about a part; you're empowering yourself to be
more self-sufficient and to keep the power flowing when you need it most. Remember, a little
knowledge and some basic maintenance can go a long way in preventing headaches and
enjoying uninterrupted power on your adventures.

Understanding the Manual Onan Generator Points Location: A Comprehensive Guide The manual
onan generator points location is a critical facet of effective energy harvesting and personal
power generation, particularly in contexts where portable, user-driven electricity sources are
essential. Though the term “manual onan” may initially evoke personal hygiene references, in
this context it symbolizes a deliberate, hands-on approach to activating and optimizing manual
energy conversion devices—commonly known as hand cranks or hand generators. These
devices transform kinetic energy from human motion into usable electrical power, making them
invaluable in off-grid settings, emergency preparedness, and sustainable technology
applications. Understanding where these generator points are located is key to maximizing
efficiency and ensuring safe, reliable operation.

The Anatomy and Function of Manual Onan Generators At the
core of a manual onan generator lies a dynamo or generator
assembly housed within a durable casing, designed for
repeated mechanical input. The generator points—specific
locations where manual movement triggers electricity
production—are strategically positioned to optimize torque
transfer and electrical output. These points typically include
the crank handle, flywheel interface, and internal rotor coils.
The crank handle, often textured or angled for grip, serves as
the primary point of contact, channeling rotational force into
the generator’s internal components. Nearby, the
flywheel—connected directly to the crank—acts as a momentum
accumulator, ensuring smooth energy transfer even with
intermittent motion. Inside, precision-engineered coils and
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magnets interact through electromagnetic induction,
converting mechanical rotation into direct current electricity.

Strategic Placement and Ergonomics in Generator Design The
positioning of these manual onan generator points is not
arbitrary; it reflects thoughtful ergonomic and mechanical
engineering. The crank handle is usually oriented at a
biomechanically efficient angle, reducing strain while
maximizing force application. This placement ensures users can
generate consistent rotational speed without fatigue, a crucial
factor in prolonged use. Additionally, the generator’s internal
layout places key points—such as coil windings and magnetic
poles—close to the crank’s center of rotation, minimizing
energy loss due to friction or misalignment. Designers also
consider accessibility, ensuring that these points are easily
reached and manipulated, even in low-light or high-stress
environments. This intentional design enhances both usability
and longevity, key attributes for any self-powered system.

Applications Across Practical Domains Manual onan generators
find utility in a diverse range of applications, each relying on
precise generator point locations to function effectively. In
emergency preparedness, portable models are integrated into
survival kits, where users manually activate the generator to
power small devices like flashlights or radios during power
outages. In remote communities or developing regions, these
devices support off-grid electrification, powering essential tools
and communication devices when conventional infrastructure is
absent. Educational institutions and science exhibits also
employ them to demonstrate principles of electromagnetism
and renewable energy, offering hands-on learning experiences.
Furthermore, specialized devices such as manual charging



stations for medical equipment or field communication tools
depend on reliable generator points to ensure uninterrupted
operation in resource-limited settings.

Benefits of Mastering Generator Point Locations Identifying and
understanding the manual onan generator points location
yields significant advantages. First, it enhances energy
efficiency by enabling users to align their input with optimal
mechanical leverage and rotational speed, reducing wasted
effort and increasing power output. Second, precise knowledge
of these points improves safety by minimizing misalignment,
which can lead to mechanical failure or electrical hazards.
Third, it supports effective maintenance and repair—technicians
can quickly diagnose issues linked to specific components, such
as worn coils or misaligned flywheels. This clarity also
empowers users to customize or upgrade systems with
confidence, ensuring compatibility and peak performance.
Ultimately, mastering these locations transforms manual
generators from simple tools into powerful assets for
sustainable energy access.

Future Outlook and Technological Evolution Looking ahead, the
manual onan generator points location is poised to evolve
alongside advances in human-powered technology. Innovations
in materials science are yielding lighter, more durable
generator components, while smart engineering integrates
sensors near key points to monitor performance in real
time—providing feedback on efficiency and wear. The
integration of modular designs may allow users to swap or
enhance specific generator points, tailoring devices to
individual needs. Additionally, as global interest in
decentralized energy grows, these hand-driven systems could
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see renewed adoption in hybrid setups, combining mechanical
input with solar or kinetic harvesting. By continuing to refine
and document generator point locations with precision and
clarity, we ensure that this timeless technology remains
accessible, safe, and effective for generations to come.

Accessing Manual Onan Generator Points Location in digital
format has fundamentally changed how people learn, read, and
engage with information. In the past, obtaining textbooks,
reference materials, or rare publications often required
significant financial investment and long waiting times. Today,
digital downloads offer an immediate and practical solution,
enabling readers to access valuable knowledge with just a few
clicks. This transformation reflects a broader shift in education
and information sharing driven by technological advancement.

One of the most notable advantages of digital access is speed.
Instead of searching through physical bookstores or libraries,
users can download Manual Onan Generator Points Location
instantly. This immediacy is particularly valuable in academic
and professional settings, where timely access to information
can influence research outcomes, project deadlines, and
decision-making processes. Digital availability ensures that
learning is no longer delayed by logistical constraints.

Portability is another key benefit that defines digital reading
habits. Thousands of books, articles, and documents can be
stored on a single device such as a laptop, tablet, or
smartphone. With Manual Onan Generator Points Location
saved digitally, readers can study at home, during travel, or in
any environment that suits their schedule. This level of
convenience supports consistent learning habits and makes
education more adaptable to modern lifestyles.



Digital formats also enhance the overall learning experience
through interactive tools. PDF versions of Manual Onan
Generator Points Location often include features such as text
highlighting, note-taking, bookmarking, and advanced search
functions. These tools allow readers to engage actively with the
content rather than passively consuming information. For
students and professionals, the ability to quickly locate specific
topics or revisit key sections significantly improves efficiency
and comprehension.

The search functionality embedded in digital documents is
particularly beneficial for research and analysis. Instead of
manually scanning pages, users can identify relevant terms or
concepts within seconds. This feature supports deeper
exploration of complex subjects and encourages comparative
analysis across multiple resources. Downloading Manual Onan
Generator Points Location digitally enables readers to work
smarter and more effectively.

From an educational perspective, digital books support diverse
learning styles. Visual learners benefit from preserved layouts,
charts, and diagrams, while auditory learners can take
advantage of text-to-speech tools available in many PDF
readers. Adjustable font sizes and screen brightness settings
also improve accessibility for individuals with visual
impairments. These features make Manual Onan Generator
Points Location more inclusive and accessible to a broader
audience.

Legal and reliable platforms play a crucial role in the digital
knowledge ecosystem. Websites such as Project Gutenberg and
Open Library provide access to public domain books and legally
shared materials, ensuring content authenticity and quality.
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Academic platforms like Academia.edu and JSTOR offer peer-
reviewed papers, research articles, and scholarly publications
that support higher-level study. Using reputable sources helps
readers avoid copyright issues and ensures that the
information they access is accurate and trustworthy.

Ethical considerations are essential when downloading digital
content. Users should always verify the legitimacy of the
platforms they use to access Manual Onan Generator Points
Location. Ethical downloading respects intellectual property
rights and supports authors, researchers, and publishers who
contribute to the global knowledge base. It also protects users
from potential risks such as malware, corrupted files, or
misleading information.

The affordability of digital books is another factor contributing
to their widespread adoption. Many downloadable resources
are available for free or at a lower cost than printed editions.
This affordability reduces financial barriers to education and
enables more people to pursue learning opportunities. For
students, educators, and self-learners, access to Manual Onan
Generator Points Location without excessive expense
encourages continuous intellectual exploration.

Digital access also supports lifelong learning, a concept
increasingly important in a rapidly changing world. With Manual
Onan Generator Points Location available online, individuals
can continue developing their knowledge and skills beyond
formal education. Whether learning for career advancement,
personal interest, or academic research, digital books provide
flexible opportunities for growth at any stage of life.

The ability to combine multiple digital resources further



enhances understanding. Readers can study Manual Onan
Generator Points Location alongside related articles, historical
texts, and contemporary analyses to gain a more
comprehensive perspective. This integrated approach fosters
critical thinking, creativity, and a deeper appreciation of
complex topics.

For professionals, downloadable digital books serve as practical
reference tools. Engineers, educators, researchers, and
business professionals can quickly consult relevant sections,
update their expertise, and stay informed about industry
developments. Having Manual Onan Generator Points Location
readily available supports informed decision-making and
professional competence.

Digital organization is another advantage that improves
productivity. Users can categorize files, create searchable
libraries, and store content securely using cloud services. This
level of organization makes it easy to retrieve specific materials
when needed. Compared to physical libraries, digital collections
offer greater flexibility and efficiency.

Environmental considerations also contribute to the appeal of
digital books. By reducing reliance on printed materials, digital
downloads help conserve paper and lower transportation-
related emissions. While digital infrastructure has its own
environmental footprint, the shift toward electronic resources
represents a more sustainable approach to knowledge
distribution.

The global reach of digital content cannot be overlooked.
Downloading Manual Onan Generator Points Location enables
access to information regardless of geographic location.
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Learners from different countries and cultural backgrounds can
engage with the same materials, fostering international
collaboration and shared understanding. Digital access
supports a more connected and informed global community.

As technology continues to evolve, digital books will remain a
central component of modern education and research. The
availability of Manual Onan Generator Points Location in digital
format reflects an adaptive approach to learning that aligns
with current technological trends. Digital literacy is now an
essential skill in both academic and professional contexts.

In conclusion, the digital availability of Manual Onan Generator
Points Location embodies convenience, accessibility, and
ethical engagement with knowledge. Through reliable platforms
and responsible usage, readers can maximize learning and
research opportunities while supporting sustainable and
inclusive education. Digital downloads make knowledge
acquisition seamless, efficient, and adaptable to the needs of
today’s learners.

Questions & Answers About manual onan generator
points location

N Question Answer
o

1 | Where are the main 'points' or | On most Onan generators, especially older models, the
ignition points typically found ignition points are located within the ignition coil

on a manual onan generator? housing or near the flywheel. You'll often need to
remove a cover or access panel to reach them.

2 How do | know if my Onan Symptoms include hard starting, rough running,
generator's ignition points need | misfiring, or no spark at all. Visual inspection for pitting,
adjustment or replacement? burning, or excessive wear on the contact surfaces is

also a key indicator.




What tools are essential for
working with manual Onan
generator ignition points?

You'll typically need a feeler gauge for setting the gap,
a small screwdriver or wrench for adjustments and
removal, and possibly a wire brush or fine sandpaper
for cleaning the contacts.

What's the correct gap setting
for Onan generator ignition
points?

The exact gap specification varies by generator model.
Consult your Onan generator's service manual for the
precise measurement, but a common range is between
0.015 and 0.020 inches.

Can | easily find the exact
location of the points for my
specific Onan generator model?

Yes, the most reliable way is to locate the generator's
model and spec humber and then find the
corresponding service or parts manual online or
through an Onan dealer. This will provide diagrams and
precise locations.

What's the process for cleaning
Onan generator ignition points
if they appear dirty?

Gently clean the contact surfaces with a clean rag and
a bit of electrical contact cleaner or even a very fine
piece of sandpaper/emery cloth. Ensure all debris and
residue are removed before re-gapping.

Are there any safety
precautions | should take
before working on the ignition
points of my Onan generator?

Absolutely! Always disconnect the battery, ensure the
generator is off and cool, and wear safety glasses. If
unsure, consult a qualified technician.

What is the significance of the
'points' in a manual Onan
generator's ignition system?

The ignition points are mechanical switches that, when
properly timed and gapped, open and close to interrupt
the current to the ignition coil, creating the spark
needed to ignite the fuel.

Manual Onan Generator Points

Location eBook Resource

Manual Onan Generator Points Location eBooks provide structured digital knowledge.
Core Discussion

Digital books help readers maintain productivity.

Practical Use

Manual Onan Generator Points Location eBooks support consistent study routines.

Conclusion

Digital reading improves access to information.

Digital libraries replace bulky collections while preserving accessibility.
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Accurate reference improves outcomes.

For long-term learning goals, Manual Onan Generator Points Location eBooks provide
consistency and reliability as core study materials.

Updatable digital content ensures alignment with current standards and best practices.
Uniform presentation helps maintain focus during extended study sessions.

Manual Onan Generator Points Location eBooks are frequently updated to reflect industry
trends, ensuring learners stay relevant and informed.

Formal presentation supports serious study.

Many readers prefer Manual Onan Generator Points Location eBooks due to their flexibility and
ability to adapt to individual reading habits. Adjustable fonts, searchable text, and portable
access significantly improve comprehension and engagement.

Manual Onan Generator Points Location eBooks help learners manage long-term educational
goals.

Continuous engagement with Manual Onan Generator Points Location eBooks helps reinforce
habits that lead to long-term intellectual growth.

As digital literacy grows, Manual Onan Generator Points Location eBooks become increasingly
relevant.

By offering structured content, Manual Onan Generator Points Location eBooks help learners
build foundational knowledge before advancing to more complex topics.

Learners often revisit Manual Onan Generator Points Location eBooks as reference materials.

Manual Onan Generator Points Location eBooks improve long-term usability by remaining
searchable.

Readers can easily search within Manual Onan Generator Points Location eBooks, reducing time
spent locating specific information.

Manual Onan Generator Points Location eBooks reduce reliance on fragmented online sources
by consolidating information into structured formats.

Manual Onan Generator Points Location eBooks function as dependable educational anchors.
Manual Onan Generator Points Location eBooks provide measurable educational value.

Manual Onan Generator Points Location eBooks are commonly used to reinforce foundational
knowledge.

Readers use Manual Onan Generator Points Location eBooks to revisit core principles.
Content remains relevant through updates.

Manual Onan Generator Points Location eBooks encourage consistent engagement by lowering
barriers to entry.

They balance innovation with reliability.



This environmental benefit aligns with broader digital transformation initiatives.

Manual Onan Generator Points Location eBooks encourage self-directed learning by giving
readers control over pacing, sequencing, and depth of exploration.

Through consistent formatting, Manual Onan Generator Points Location eBooks improve reading
speed and comprehension.

Manual Onan Generator Points Location eBooks align with modern productivity systems.
Centralized content improves trust and reliability.

When learning materials are readily available, readers are more likely to return regularly.
Formal presentation supports serious study.

Manual Onan Generator Points Location eBooks are particularly valuable for independent
learners who prefer flexible and self-directed educational resources.

Manual Onan Generator Points Location eBooks help bridge the gap between theoretical
concepts and practical application.

Manual Onan Generator Points Location eBooks support sustainable learning practices by
reducing material waste.

Manual Onan Generator Points Location eBooks reduce environmental impact by minimizing
paper usage, contributing to more sustainable knowledge consumption practices.

Manual Onan Generator Points Location eBooks provide measurable long-term value.

Manual Onan Generator Points Location eBooks encourage self-directed learning by giving
readers control over pacing, sequencing, and depth of exploration.

Font size, spacing, and display options enhance comfort and focus.

Manual Onan Generator Points Location eBooks encourage self-directed learning by giving
readers control over pacing, sequencing, and depth of exploration.

Manual Onan Generator Points Location eBooks make complex subjects approachable through
clear organization.

Professionals often prefer Manual Onan Generator Points Location eBooks for reference-based
learning.

Readers appreciate Manual Onan Generator Points Location eBooks for their predictable
structure.

Device flexibility allows seamless transitions between work, travel, and study contexts.
Uniform presentation helps maintain focus during extended study sessions.
Structured chapters help readers follow logical progressions.

Manual Onan Generator Points Location eBooks help maintain focus in distraction-heavy digital
environments.
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These interactive features help learners transform passive reading into an engaged and
intentional learning process.

Thoughtful reading supports critical thinking.

Manual Onan Generator Points Location eBooks contribute to sustainable learning practices by
reducing paper consumption.

Manual Onan Generator Points Location eBooks support sustainable learning practices by
reducing material waste.

Continuous engagement with Manual Onan Generator Points Location eBooks helps reinforce
habits that lead to long-term intellectual growth.

By eliminating physical constraints, Manual Onan Generator Points Location eBooks allow
readers to focus entirely on content rather than format.

Manual Onan Generator Points Location eBooks reduce dependency on physical books while
maintaining high information density and long-term usability for repeated reference.

Offline availability supports uninterrupted study.

Organizations often adopt Manual Onan Generator Points Location eBooks as part of internal
training programs due to their scalability and cost efficiency.

For long-term learning goals, Manual Onan Generator Points Location eBooks provide
consistency and reliability as core study materials.

Manual Onan Generator Points Location eBooks serve as dependable reference materials for
long-term use.

Students benefit from Manual Onan Generator Points Location eBooks through consistent
formatting and layout.

Educational institutions increasingly adopt Manual Onan Generator Points Location eBooks due
to their scalability and consistency.

Standardized content improves clarity and reduces misinterpretation.
Structured layouts improve comprehension.

This long-term usability makes Manual Onan Generator Points Location eBooks suitable for
repeated consultation.

Navigation tools improve efficiency when reviewing specific topics.
Structure enhances clarity.

Many professionals rely on Manual Onan Generator Points Location eBooks to continuously
update their skills in fast-changing industries where current knowledge is essential.

The digital format of Manual Onan Generator Points Location eBooks allows rapid revision,
correction, and content expansion.

Structured chapters promote steady progress.



The digital format of Manual Onan Generator Points Location eBooks supports efficient
information delivery without compromising depth or clarity.

Manual Onan Generator Points Location eBooks integrate seamlessly with digital workflows and
note-taking systems.

Modern learners value Manual Onan Generator Points Location eBooks for their balance
between depth, flexibility, and accessibility.

Manual Onan Generator Points Location eBooks provide measurable long-term value.

Manual Onan Generator Points Location eBooks empower users to track progress, set learning
milestones, and maintain motivation over time.

Dedicated reading reduces multitasking.
Digital materials eliminate printing and logistics expenses.

Many professionals rely on Manual Onan Generator Points Location eBooks for skill
development, ongoing education, and quick reference during real-world application.

This durability makes Manual Onan Generator Points Location eBooks suitable for ongoing
study, professional reference, and skill reinforcement.

Manual Onan Generator Points Location eBooks allow readers to revisit foundational concepts as
their understanding deepens.

Digital access enables quick consultation during real-world application.

Many readers prefer Manual Onan Generator Points Location eBooks due to their flexibility and
ability to adapt to individual reading habits. Adjustable fonts, searchable text, and portable
access significantly improve comprehension and engagement.

Manual Onan Generator Points Location eBooks reduce reliance on algorithm-driven content
feeds.

Methodical study improves mastery.
Manual Onan Generator Points Location eBooks support offline access once downloaded.

Manual Onan Generator Points Location eBooks encourage self-paced learning, allowing
individuals to revisit complex concepts multiple times without pressure or limitation.

Controlled publishing reduces misinformation.

Manual Onan Generator Points Location eBooks are effective tools for refreshing knowledge
before projects, meetings, or assessments.

Digital reading makes Manual Onan Generator Points Location knowledge easier to access by
reducing barriers related to location, cost, and physical storage requirements.

As digital literacy grows, Manual Onan Generator Points Location eBooks become increasingly
relevant.

Manual Onan Generator Points Location eBooks reduce reliance on algorithm-driven content
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feeds.

For long-term learning goals, Manual Onan Generator Points Location eBooks provide
consistency and reliability as core study materials.

The digital format of Manual Onan Generator Points Location eBooks supports quick updates,
corrections, and content expansions.

Manual Onan Generator Points Location eBooks allow rapid content revision and correction.

As technology evolves, Manual Onan Generator Points Location eBooks continue to offer
stability.

Clear goals improve consistency.
Extended focus improves comprehension and retention.

Digital learning with Manual Onan Generator Points Location eBooks reduces reliance on
fragmented external resources.

Offline availability supports uninterrupted study.

Professionals often rely on Manual Onan Generator Points Location eBooks for ongoing skill
maintenance.

Digital learning through Manual Onan Generator Points Location eBooks aligns well with modern
productivity systems and digital note-taking tools.

Ultimately, Manual Onan Generator Points Location eBooks offer an efficient, scalable, and
flexible approach to continuous learning.

Manual Onan Generator Points Location eBooks support self-paced learning by allowing readers
to control reading speed and progression.

Readers appreciate Manual Onan Generator Points Location eBooks for their predictable
structure.

Continuous engagement with Manual Onan Generator Points Location eBooks helps reinforce
habits that lead to long-term intellectual growth.

Standardized content improves clarity and reduces misinterpretation.
Manual Onan Generator Points Location eBooks align with structured knowledge systems.
This autonomy encourages deeper understanding and reduces learning-related stress.

Manual Onan Generator Points Location eBooks represent a shift in how information is
consumed, prioritizing convenience, efficiency, and adaptability in modern learning
environments.

Font size, spacing, and display options enhance comfort and focus.

Readers can easily search within Manual Onan Generator Points Location eBooks, reducing time
spent locating specific information.

By centralizing knowledge, Manual Onan Generator Points Location eBooks reduce the need to



search across multiple fragmented resources.
Manual Onan Generator Points Location eBooks align with sustainable learning practices.

This integration allows learners to connect reading materials with broader knowledge
management practices.

Readers appreciate Manual Onan Generator Points Location eBooks for their ability to centralize
information in one accessible format.

Manual Onan Generator Points Location eBooks support modern reading habits by enabling
short, focused learning sessions that align with busy daily schedules and fragmented attention
spans.

The digital format of Manual Onan Generator Points Location eBooks supports quick updates,
corrections, and content expansions.

Readers can easily navigate Manual Onan Generator Points Location eBooks using search,
bookmarks, and internal links.

Ultimately, Manual Onan Generator Points Location eBooks offer an efficient, scalable, and
flexible approach to continuous learning.

Manual Onan Generator Points Location eBooks support stable learning ecosystems.
Integration with calendars, reminders, and notes enhances learning consistency.

This durability makes Manual Onan Generator Points Location eBooks suitable for ongoing
study, professional reference, and skill reinforcement.

Structure enhances clarity.
Repeated exposure reinforces mastery.
Manual Onan Generator Points Location eBooks function as stable knowledge repositories.

Students benefit from Manual Onan Generator Points Location eBooks through consistent
formatting and layout.

Manual Onan Generator Points Location eBooks align with modern digital productivity systems.

Students often find Manual Onan Generator Points Location eBooks easier to integrate into
academic routines because they can be accessed across multiple devices.

Updatable digital content ensures alignment with current standards and best practices.

Manual Onan Generator Points Location eBooks help establish sustainable learning routines by
lowering the friction between intent and action. When information is immediately accessible,
learners are more likely to follow through on their educational goals.

Manual Onan Generator Points Location eBooks provide measurable long-term value.

Manual Onan Generator Points Location eBooks are frequently updated to reflect current
standards, practices, and emerging trends.

Manual Onan Generator Points Location eBooks support incremental learning by breaking
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complex subjects into manageable sections.

Through structured chapters, Manual Onan Generator Points Location eBooks guide readers
from conceptual understanding to practical application.

The digital format of Manual Onan Generator Points Location eBooks supports efficient
information delivery without compromising depth or clarity.

Manual Onan Generator Points Location eBooks allow readers to revisit foundational concepts as
their understanding deepens.

Manual Onan Generator Points Location eBooks support self-paced learning by allowing readers
to control reading speed and progression.

Quick access to organized material improves decision-making efficiency.

With Manual Onan Generator Points Location eBooks, learners can personalize their reading
experience by adjusting font size, background color, and layout to improve comfort and
comprehension.

Manual Onan Generator Points Location eBooks function as dependable educational anchors.
Repeated exposure reinforces mastery.
Standardization improves assessment alignment and learning outcomes.

The structured chapters of Manual Onan Generator Points Location eBooks guide readers
through progressive learning stages.

Professionals rely on Manual Onan Generator Points Location eBooks to maintain relevance in
rapidly evolving industries.

Manual Onan Generator Points Location eBooks are commonly used to reinforce foundational
knowledge.

Manual Onan Generator Points Location eBooks contribute to sustainable learning practices by
reducing paper consumption.

Manual Onan Generator Points Location eBooks represent a shift in how information is
consumed, prioritizing convenience, efficiency, and adaptability in modern learning
environments.

Long-term Use

Long-term use of Manual Onan Generator Points Location requires thoughtful planning,
organization, and maintenance to ensure that the content remains accessible, accurate, and
valuable over time. Unlike temporary downloads or one-time reads, a long-term digital library
serves as a continuous reference resource for study, research, and professional development.
Establishing sustainable habits from the beginning helps users maximize the lifespan and
usefulness of their collection.

Maintaining a dedicated library of Manual Onan Generator Points Location allows users to revisit
key concepts, track progress, and build cumulative knowledge. Digital libraries can grow



significantly over time, so creating a structured system early prevents clutter and confusion.
Clearly defined folders, consistent naming conventions, and categorized storage simplify
retrieval and support long-term efficiency.

Regular backups are essential for long-term use. Hardware failures, accidental deletion, or
software issues can result in data loss if backups are not maintained. Storing copies of Manual
Onan Generator Points Location on cloud platforms, external drives, or multiple locations
provides redundancy and peace of mind. Periodic checks ensure that backup files remain intact
and accessible.

When using Manual Onan Generator Points Location as a reference over extended periods,
reviewing older editions can be valuable. Earlier versions may contain historical perspectives,
original methodologies, or foundational explanations that complement newer updates. Cross-
referencing editions helps users understand how content has evolved and identify changes or
improvements over time.

Building a sustainable digital library

A sustainable library balances growth with maintenance. Periodically reviewing and pruning
outdated or duplicate files keeps the collection relevant and manageable. Documenting
changes, such as updates or replacements, further improves clarity and long-term usability.

Organizing Multiple Editions

Managing multiple editions of Manual Onan Generator Points Location is a common challenge
for long-term users, especially in academic or professional contexts where updates are
frequent. Without clear organization, it becomes difficult to identify the correct version for
reference or citation. Implementing a systematic approach ensures accuracy and consistency.

Labeling files with publication year, edition number, or volume information is a simple yet
effective strategy. Including these details directly in file names allows quick identification and
reduces the risk of using outdated material. For example, adding the year or edition to the
filename distinguishes current files from archived ones at a glance.

Maintaining a catalog or index can further enhance organization. A simple spreadsheet or
document listing titles, editions, publication dates, and storage locations provides an overview
of the entire collection. This approach is particularly useful for large libraries or collaborative
environments where multiple users access shared resources.

Version control practices also support organization. Keeping a change log that notes updates,
revisions, or significant differences between editions helps users understand why multiple
versions exist and when to use each. This clarity is essential for research accuracy and
collaborative work.

Archiving and retrieval strategies
Older editions that are no longer actively used can be archived in separate folders. Archiving
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preserves historical context while keeping primary working directories uncluttered. Clear
labeling and documentation ensure that archived files remain easy to retrieve when needed.

Interactive Learning

Interactive learning features significantly enhance comprehension and retention when using
Manual Onan Generator Points Location. Unlike passive reading, interactive elements encourage
active engagement, allowing users to apply knowledge, test understanding, and explore content
more deeply. These features are particularly effective for complex or technical subjects.

Quizzes embedded within Manual Onan Generator Points Location provide immediate feedback
and reinforce learning objectives. By answering questions related to the material, users can
assess their understanding and identify areas that require further review. Regular self-
assessment supports long-term retention and confidence in the subject matter.

Exercises and practice activities transform theoretical knowledge into practical skills. Interactive
exercises encourage users to apply concepts, solve problems, or simulate real-world scenarios.
This hands-on approach strengthens comprehension and bridges the gap between theory and
practice.

Multimedia content, such as videos, animations, and audio explanations, complements written
text and addresses different learning styles. Visual and auditory elements can simplify complex
ideas and make content more engaging. When available, these features enrich the learning
experience and support deeper understanding.

Integrating interactive tools into study routines

To maximize the benefits of interactive learning, users should integrate these features into
regular study routines. Scheduling time for quizzes, reviewing multimedia content, and
revisiting exercises reinforces knowledge and promotes consistent progress. Combining
interactive elements with traditional note-taking further enhances learning outcomes.

Tracking progress and outcomes

Many digital platforms track progress, quiz results, or completed exercises. Reviewing these
metrics helps users monitor improvement and adjust study strategies as needed. Tracking
outcomes over time supports long-term learning goals and provides motivation through visible
progress.

Balancing interaction and reference use

While interactive features are valuable, long-term use of Manual Onan Generator Points
Location also requires effective reference practices. Bookmarking key sections, indexing
important topics, and maintaining summary notes ensure that information remains easy to
locate and apply when needed. Balancing interactive learning with structured reference habits
creates a comprehensive and adaptable approach to long-term use.

Preserving compatibility over time



As software and devices evolve, maintaining compatibility is essential for long-term access.
Using widely supported formats such as PDF or ePub increases the likelihood that Manual Onan
Generator Points Location remains accessible in the future. Periodic testing on updated devices
and applications helps identify potential issues early.

Migrating files to newer formats or platforms when necessary ensures continued usability.
Keeping documentation of original formats and conversion processes helps preserve content
integrity during transitions.

Final thoughts on long-term use of Manual Onan Generator Points Location
Long-term use of Manual Onan Generator Points Location is most effective when supported by
organized libraries, reliable backups, thoughtful edition management, and interactive learning
strategies. By building sustainable systems, leveraging interactive features, and preserving
compatibility, users can transform Manual Onan Generator Points Location into a lasting
resource for knowledge, research, and personal growth. These practices ensure that content
remains relevant, accessible, and impactful over time.

Demystifying the Manual Onan Generator: Pinpointing
Ignition Timing Points for Optimal Performance

For owners and maintainers of older Onan generators, understanding the intricacies of their
ignition system is paramount to ensuring reliable power generation. At the heart of this system
lies the ignition timing points, a critical component that dictates when the spark plug fires.
While modern generators have long since transitioned to electronic ignition, many classic Onan
models, particularly those found in RVs, boats, and older standby units, still rely on these
mechanical marvels. This comprehensive guide delves into the "manual Onan generator points
location," providing a detailed, analytical breakdown of where to find these vital parts and how
their proper setting impacts your generator's performance.

Understanding the Role of Ignition Timing Points

Before we dive into the specifics of location, it's crucial to grasp the fundamental purpose of
ignition timing points. In a conventional ignition system, the points act as a switch. They are a
set of contacts that open and close in sync with the engine's crankshaft rotation. When the
points are closed, they allow current to flow from the battery or generator's field coils to the
ignition coil. When the points open at precisely the right moment - determined by the ignition
timing - they interrupt this current flow. This rapid interruption collapses the magnetic field in
the ignition coil, inducing a high-voltage pulse that is then sent to the spark plug, igniting the
fuel-air mixture.

The precise timing of this spark is critical. Too early, and you risk detonation or "pinging." Too
late, and you lose power, efficiency, and can even overheat the engine. Therefore, accurately
locating and adjusting the ignition timing points on your manual Onan generator is not merely a
maintenance task; it's a cornerstone of optimal engine operation.
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Locating the Ignition Timing Points on Your Onan Generator

The exact location of the ignition timing points can vary slightly depending on the specific Onan
generator model and engine size. However, they are almost universally housed within the
distributor assembly. The distributor is a key component of the ignition system, responsible
for distributing the high-voltage spark to the correct cylinder at the correct time. On many
smaller Onan engines, you'll find the distributor mounted on the side of the engine block, often
driven directly by the camshaft.

The Distributor Cap: Your First Clue

The most visible part of the distributor is the distributor cap. This is typically a plastic or
Bakelite cap with multiple spark plug wire terminals and a central terminal that connects to the
ignition coil. To access the points, you'll need to remove the distributor cap. This is usually done
by unclipping or unscrewing retaining clips or screws. Be gentle; these caps can be brittle.

Underneath the distributor cap, you'll find the rotor, which spins and directs the spark from the
center to the appropriate terminal. Remove the rotor as well, as it can obstruct access to the
points.

Inside the Distributor Housing: The Heart of the Matter

Once the cap and rotor are removed, you'll be looking into the distributor housing. Within this
housing, you'll find the ignition timing points. They typically consist of two small metal
contacts. One contact is usually fixed to the distributor plate, while the other is mounted on a
movable arm that pivots. A small felt wick or pad is often present on the movable contact; this
is for lubrication.

Crucially, the movable point arm is actuated by a cam that is attached to the distributor shaft.
As the shaft rotates, the lobes on this cam push against a plastic or fiber rubbing block on the
movable point arm, causing the points to open and close. The shape and positioning of these
cam lobes are directly responsible for the timing of the point opening.

Also present in this area will be the condenser, a small cylindrical component connected in
parallel with the points. The condenser plays a vital role in suppressing arcing across the points,
ensuring a clean break and a strong spark. While not part of the points themselves, its proximity
and function are intrinsically linked.

Identifying Specific Onan Generator Models and Point Locations

While the general principles apply, let's touch upon some common Onan generator series and
typical point locations. This is where your generator's specific service manual becomes
invaluable. Without it, you're relying on educated guesswork.

Onan BF/BFA Series (Often found in older RVs and industrial applications)

1. These engines typically feature a side-mounted distributor.
2. The points will be found within this distributor housing, accessed by removing the distributor



3.

cap and rotor.
Look for the distinctive mechanism with the cam and rubbing block.

Onan CCK/CCKA Series (Common in older RVs and portable generators)

1.
. The process of accessing the points involves removing the cap and rotor.

Similar to the BF/BFA series, the distributor is usually on the side of the engine.

Pay close attention to the condition of the rubbing block on the movable point arm, as wear
here directly impacts timing.

Onan NH/NHD Series (Larger industrial and standby generators)

1.

These larger engines may have slightly different distributor designs, but the fundamental
principle remains the same.

. The points will still be located within the distributor assembly, requiring the removal of the

cap and rotor.
For very specific locations and configurations, referring to the technical documentation for
your exact NH or NHD model is essential.

LSl Keywords to Consider: Onan ignition points, Onan tune-up, generator maintenance,
ignition system repair, distributor points, breaker points, points gap, ignition timing adjustment,
Onan carburetor, Onan spark plug, engine timing, Onan parts, vintage generator.

When to Access and Service Your Onan Generator Points

Several indicators suggest it's time to inspect and potentially service your Onan generator's
ignition timing points:

1.

ik Wwn

Difficulty Starting: A weak or poorly timed spark will make it harder for the engine to
ignite.

Rough ldling or Misfiring: Inconsistent ignition leads to uneven engine operation.

Loss of Power: The engine isn't firing efficiently, resulting in a noticeable power deficit.
Increased Fuel Consumption: Inefficient combustion due to poor timing burns more fuel.
Engine Overheating: Late ignition timing can cause unburned fuel to ignite in the exhaust,
leading to excessive heat.

Regular Maintenance Schedule: Even without symptoms, points are a wear item.
Manufacturers typically recommend inspection and replacement at specific intervals (e.q.,
every 500-1000 hours or annually).

. Visual Inspection: Corroded, pitted, or burned points indicate they need replacement.

Tools and Techniques for Point Adjustment and Replacement

Adjusting or replacing ignition timing points requires a few specific tools:

1.

2.

Feeler Gauges: Essential for accurately setting the gap between the points when they are
fully open. The correct gap specification is critical and can be found in your generator's
service manual.

Screwdrivers: For removing the distributor cap, adjusting point screws, and securing wires.
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3. Wrenches: For loosening and tightening any mounting hardware.

4. Point File or Fine Grit Sandpaper: To clean pitted or corroded points if they are not being
replaced.

5. Contact Cleaner: For cleaning the points and distributor components.

6. New Points Set and Condenser: If replacement is necessary.

7. Timing Light (Optional but highly recommended): For verifying and fine-tuning the
ignition timing after point adjustment.

The Adjustment Process (General Overview)

1. Ensure the engine is off and the battery is disconnected.

2. Remove the distributor cap and rotor.

3. Rotate the engine by hand (using a socket on the crankshaft pulley nut) until the rubbing
block on the movable point arm is on the highest point of the cam lobe. This is when the
points are fully open.

4. Using a feeler gauge, measure the gap between the points.

5. If the gap is incorrect, loosen the screw that holds the fixed point and adjust its position until
the correct gap is achieved. Retighten the screw.

6. Ensure the points are clean and free of corrosion. If pitted, use a point file to gently clean
them.

7. Reassemble the rotor and distributor cap.

8. Reconnect the battery.

9. Reconnect and connect a timing light according to its instructions.

10. Start the generator and aim the timing light at the timing marks on the engine.
11. Fine-tune the ignition timing by rotating the entire distributor body until the timing marks
align correctly. This adjustment is crucial and requires careful observation.

Important Note: The exact procedure and specifications for point gap and ignition timing are
model-specific. Always consult your Onan generator's official service manual for precise
instructions.

The Importance of a Dedicated Service Manual

While this article provides a comprehensive overview of manual Onan generator points location
and their importance, it cannot replace the detailed, model-specific information found in an
official service manual. These manuals provide:

Exact point locations for your specific Onan model.

Precise point gap specifications.

Ignition timing specifications and adjustment procedures.
Troubleshooting guides for ignition system issues.

Diagrams and illustrations to aid in identification and assembly.
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Investing in a service manual is an essential step for anyone serious about maintaining their
Onan generator. Many can be found online through specialty parts suppliers or auction sites.



Conclusion: Keeping Your Onan Generator Running Strong

The ignition timing points on a manual Onan generator are a testament to robust, mechanical
engineering. While they require periodic attention, understanding their location and function
empowers you to perform essential maintenance that can significantly extend your generator's
lifespan and ensure its reliable operation. By diligently following maintenance schedules,
consulting your service manual, and carefully attending to the ignition timing points, you can
keep your Onan generator humming along for years to come, providing dependable power when
you need it most.
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